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SELECTED EFFECTS OF ELAPSED TIME AND GRADE LEVEL 
ON THE REVISIONS IN 8TH, 10TH, AND 12TH GRADERS' 
WRITING Order Nd. DA8309267 

Ask, Barbara Hoetker. Ph.D. The Florida State University, 1983. 
Major Professor: Gordon Brossell 

This is an experimental study to find out what kinds of revisions 
are made by students at three grade levels and to test a major tenet of 
the textbook lore about revision: that students should allow time to 
elapse between their drafting and revising. Randomly assigr>ed 
groups of 8lh, lOlh, and 12th graders (178 subjects) wrote a first draft 
in response to an essay topic and, then, after varying periods of 
elapsed time-one day, three days, and a week-wrote a final version. 
All writing sessions were 50-minute class periods. Draft-to-draft 
revisions were coded; first drafts and final versions were holistically 
scored. A chi-square distribution-free test was run to determine main 
effects of and interactions between grade level and elapsed time. 

The 8th graders made significantly more total revisions and 
significantly more surface-level (mechanics, usage, etc.) and low-level 
(word and phrase) revisions. Subjects who rewrote a week later made 
significantly more low-level revisions. Less than a third of all revisions 
for all groups were surface- level revisions. There were more 
substitutions than any other nonsurface revision; over half of the 
substitutions were clause and multiclause revisions. Text-level 
revisions (radically altered final versions) accounted for 16 3% of the 
sample. Of alt final versions, 58.9% received a higher score than that 
a^^arded the first draft. 



AN ANALYSIS OF SELECTED NATIONAL WRITING 
PROJECTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR WRITING 
INSTRUCTION OrderNo. DA8303663 

Bassham, Juoy Whitworth, Ed.D. The University of Tennessee, 1982- 
135pp. Major Professor: Dr. Jerry J. Bellon 

The purpose of this study was to identify guidelines for writing 
instruction as presented in research and professional literature ar>d to 
determine the occurrence of these guidelines in a selected sample of 
National Writing Projects. In addition, an exploratory survey of Maury 
County elementary teachers was made in order to determine their 
writing Instruction concerns. Based on the results of the survey, 
recommendations for writing instruction were proposed by the author. 

A content analysis of a selected sample of National Writing 
Projects was made in order to determine key features of the projects 
which were congruent with identified guidelines for writing 
instruction. Projects sampled were randomly selected by regional 
distribution from the eighty sites throughout the country. Thirteen 
National Writing Projects were analyzed in this study. The first level of 
analysis was built upon occurrence of categories arxi units of analysis 
in each of the thirteen projects sampled. A second level included 
frequency of occurrence of categories and units of analysis. 

A Survey of Maury County teachers of grades 1-6 was made in 
order to determine their concerns about writing instruction. The 
population sample was drawn from all schools in Maury County 
having grades 1 -6. Regular classroom teachers were surveyed and 
responses were analyzed using frequencies for most items. Based on 
the results of the survey, teacher concerns were synthesized and 
compared for congruence with the results of the content analysis of 
selected National Writing Projects. Based on these findings, 
recommendations were made for writing instruction. 

Procedures used in this study can be employed by researchers to 
analyze other writing programs and to determine the writing concerns 
■ o( a defined population of teachers. Data from this study can be used 



ser TOM v/Rirr; ownf*rship in wrhing 

Order No DA8227262 

Buf>t f- VF 'iH, RiCHAHo Tl Y, Ph D Un ,C'^!ty of Penniyf- .■}'>;n. I9ri*^ 
I69pp Suf> w!£or David M. Sni;th 

Through collaboration and p3rtiCip3nt ob^:.^'rvatii.n, thib 
descriptive stu jy of a freshman wntin j stud^-nt investignt-i what he 
and oth( r writing students co^3ii^ ri J important in tht-ir "world of 
writing " The researcher and Tom, tht- stuiJ-nl, took a frfsf).i-.in 
Engli5,h cour:)^ at a community cd'^-j- obsvr vmy in the cr-i..voom, 
interpreting their observations in wr;ti'ij for e.ic.h other , anJ pifparing 
for and preserving findings in public forjn^s Thr^ coHibt .ratine 
research, which also included ext^ 'isiv*^ int^-r vi^'wing with, Tom, 
provided a cn^e study of a dt^^-f^'of n ^ ; it ^1 s^.^uf-nce in which "writing 
ownership" was dernyiitified for the b^-jinrjing writing stt?deri| and 
clarrned by the maturing writer 

Thestud^ proposes a model d«-'>cnbing Ofyf w'3y of capturing 
involvenienl in writing. The student ciamiing owriership of his writing 
is seen: (1) cxpw'ssir.g ti.mself in writ.ng and encoding h.s per«,unal 
n^oan.ngs m wr.tmg, (2) c ommunicattng personal values and finding 
increased value for himself m his wntmg, and (3) choosing to direct 
his writing at audiences while using hirnNelf ^is an important awdi^-nce 
for his writing Such involvements in writing appoar^d fr.arked by 
attitudes of, what Tom termed, dotefminaiion in approaching text and 
seeking satisfaction in producing text !n our model, teased on Tom's 
adaptation to writing, these attitudes resulted in proce<:<,os of revision 

The complex interactions of the collaborators and Tom's 
participation in writing-centered activities of the research facilitated 
changes m his awareness of and approach to writing and lr'vnlr,g to 
write. Implications of these fir)dings for teaching and research are 
proposed. 

Reflecting the perspective of ethnography, the study incofporaf-d 
a model of researcher informant attempt to reach ur)der-tand.nQ The 
study suyg*.-sts the utility of such cclUborations with rtudt-nts for both 
pedagogy and res^-arch, parlfcufidy ruoj. M.ng that ron-id. ( .^tions 
of tho prt.C*" '.»*s of A-riting rrnght u^^-. hMy informed by this 
persp^'Ctive. 



A STUDY OF TEACHERS' WRITTEN COMMENTS ON 
TRANSACTIONAL WRITING OF TWELFTH GRADERS 

OrderNo. DA8308163 
BuRNETTE. Paul Edward. Ed D. University of Georgia, 1982 195pp 
Director: Daniel R. Kirby 

In this study both quantitative and qualitative research methods 
were brought to bear on two problems First, can teachers' comments 
be relrably classified by role and purpose? Second, what relationships 
do teacher comments have to quality, fluency, and growth in writing'> 

Procedures, Five student papers from each of nine teachers were 
collected m the fall, winter and spring after teachers' normal 
evaluation process A questionnaire asked teachers to explain their 
broad purposes m w'-'ting comments on student papers and criteria 
for judging writing quality. Teachers also comple ed a coversheei 
describing specific activities preceding and following the writing 
assignment for each set of papers collected. 

Adapted from the function and sense of audience categories of 
Bntton, Burgess, Martin. Mcleod and Rosen [The Development of 
Writing Abilities (11-18). Urbana: NOTE. 1975], the comment 
classification scheme successfully categorized all 179P comments 
collected, The scheme's reliability was checked by two independent 
raters classifying 386 randomlyselected comments, matching 88 8% 
on function and 89.3% on role classifications. 

In extended interviews at the end of the school year, teachers were 
asked to discuss their students, their students' writing abilities, and 
patterns in their own responses. 

Analysis. By function. 65% of teacher comments recorded or 
regulated errors, 21% were higher cognitive responses, 8% were 
persuasive. 4% expressive, and 2% nonfunctional. By role. 62% were 
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impersonal 27% Examiner, 8% Particular Teacher, and 3% Trusted 
Adult. Analysis with i egression and correlation procedures supports 
speculations that teachers assume warmer roles toward students not 
growing in writing quality or fluency, and that they respond with 
higher cognitive functions to writing of higher quality and fluency. 

Analysis of the questionnaires, coversheets, and interviews of 
selected teachers revealed that variations in roles and functions of 
teachers' comments reflected changes in course goals and perceived 
differences in individual student personalities. Use of a multiple-draft 
writing process produced different response patterns from two 
teachers, with the stage at which the comments were written 
apparently determining which roles and functions the teacher 
assumed. Most importantly, the kinds of general purposes teachers 
had for writing comments seemed to explain the kinds of responses 
they provided their students. 



THE EFFECT Or A TRAINING PROGRAM ON THE 
FLUCTUATION OF RATERS' SCORING OF WRITING 
COMPOSITIONS Order No. DA8306022 

Castilhos, Maria Teresinha de Jesus, Ph.D. University of California, 
Los Angeles, ^9S2. 158pp. Chair: Professor Eva L. Baker 

This study concerned interjudge reliability in scoring written 
compositions in large scale testing. Its purposes were: (1) to 
investigate the temporal effects of rater training conducted by 
CESGRANRIO. a unified college entrance examination institution in 
Rio de Janeiro, on the variation of raters' marks given to Senior high 
school compositions; (2) to analyze the influence of raters* 
characteristics on scores; and (3) to examine if the benefits (the level 
of scoring reliability) attained were justified by the cost of the effort. 
Training involved one hundred sixty-seven (167) raters, distributed 
into 12 groups led by a supervisor. Each scored 200-word 
compositions over eight sessions. One subset of ten compositions 
was independently scored by all raters each session. 

Data analyses investigated reliability of scores using 
generalizability studies performed from different perspectives: (1) the 
training as a whole, (2) by sessions, and (3) by groups (teams of 
raters). The trajectory of the training and the influence of the rater 
variables were examined through regression analyses, using trend 
and multiple regression analyses. The relationship between costs and 
benefit (reliability level) was examined based on decision studies and 
used the approach of person-hour cost and number of raters required 
to obtain a generalizability coefficient of .80 (the UCLA standard). 

Effects of training stabilized although considerable fluctuation 
between groups and between sessions was detected. The greatest 
source of variance was composition, confounded with person. No 
influence was found for rater characteristics. 

Implications from the findings relate to the selection of 
composition topics and prompts, the duration and structure of the 

training program, and reallocation of cost. In addition, a framework to 
assist administrators in conceptualizing the training program as a 
process and to enable them to refine future training programs was 
proposed. 



THE EFFECTS OF FREEWRITING ON THE FLUENCY OF 
STUDENT WRITERS Order No. DA8304805 

Chcshire, Barbara Wright, Ph.D. Georgia State University • College 
of Education, I33pp. 

Purpose. The piiipose of this research was to determine the 
effects of f reewriting on the fluency of student writers and to 
determine whether regular freewriting diminished writing 
apprehension. Freewriting is an intuitive writing exercise that entails 
writing without stopping for 10 minutes or so on whatever comes into 
the mind with no concern for mechanics. The point is to write without 
. editing so that the meaning can come through. Fluency was defined 
as the following compor>ents o^ writing: Wording, Voice, Point of view, 
Q '^'lythm, and Length. 
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Methods and Procedures. Two college teachers who taught two 
sections of the same composition course required their experimental 
classes to freewrite for 10 minutes a minimum of four days a week; the 
control classes spent the 10 minutes on vocabulary improvement. 
Two essays in different modes were written by each of the 56 subjects 
for the pretest and two more on the same topics at the end of the 10 
week quarter for the posttest. The essays were scored analytically by 
six trained raters on eight variables: Ideas, Organization. Mechanics, 
Wording, Voice, Point of view, Rhythm, and Length. A MANCOVA was 
performed on three separate forms of the data: scores from the 
personal essay, scores from the objective essay, and combined 
scores derived by averaging scores from both essays. A 26-item 
apprehension instrument was included in the pretest and the posttest 

Results and Conclusions. Results showed that freewriting failed to 
produce significant effects on fluency or on any of the eight 
designated components of writing under the conditions of this study. 
The MANCOVA did, however, show differences in the teacher factor, 
with groups of Teacher 2 scoring significantly highrr on Ideas, 
Organization, and Length than the groups of Teacher 1. An ANCOVA 
showed that freewriting had no significant effect on writing 
apprehension under the conditions of this study. The ANCOVA also 
revealed significant differences in the teacherfactor; Teacher 1 
decreased writing apprehension significantly in both the control and 
the experimental groups, while Teacher 2 increased apprehension in 
both groups. The groups with significantly higher writing 
apprehension, however, scored significantly higher on three 
components of writing ability. 



A STAFF DEVELOPMENT MODEL FOR ELEMENTARY 
TEACHERS USING WRITING INSTRUCTION AS A VEHICLE 
De^^uer-Smith, Doreen, Ed.D. Brigham Young University, 1982. 
Chairman: CallisR. Harms 

The purposes of this project were to develop and implement an 
experiential staff development model incorporating content and 
effective instruction, SCRIBES II, and to determine Its effectiveness 
for twenty-five elementary teachers from seven school districts, using 
the instruction of written composition as a vehicle for teacher 
development and as a basis for evaluation. A third purpose was to 
determine, based on the results of SCRIBES II, the feasibility of 
implementing a county-wide teacher-consultant resource r>etwork 
expanded to include presenters with expertise in selected curricular 
areas. It was concluded that the SCRIBES II model is effective In 
changing attitudes, knowledge and teaching behaviors related to the 
curricular area presented, ft was determined that expanding the 
model to a county-wide teacher consultant resource network for 
selected curricular areas was feasible and would meet the staff 
development needs of school districts in San Luis Obispo County. 



AN EVALUATION OF WRITING HANDBOOKS USED IN 
GEORGIA COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES DURING THE 
1981-82 ACADEMIC YEAR Orde r No. D A8304822 

DiSMER, Rose Stefanis, Ph.D. Georgia State University • College of 
Education, 1982. 183pp. 

Purpose. The purpose of this study was to discover the quality of 
the writing handbooks used during the 1981-82 academic year by the 
English departments of Georgia colleges and universities. Defined as 
reference texts containing language and composition rules arKj 
practices, the handbooks were examined as a whole and by selected 
sections: grammar, usage, and the whole compooition-the sectiom 
most adversely criticized in the literature pertaining to handbooks. 

Methods and Procedures. The handbooks analyzed in the study 
were chosen by surveying all the colleges and universities in Georgia 
and randomly selected institutions of the Southern Association. Each 
handbook was examined as a whole to determine its reading level by 
using the Fry Readability Scale, its ease of use by investigating its 
organization and binding, and its completeness by examining its 
content and index lengths, its specialty discussions, and its 
ancillaries. The grammar, usage, and composition sections were 
studied to determine how complete they are, what their basic 
philosophical approach is, and whether they have benefited from 
current research and scholarship in language and composition. 



Results. The handbooks varied in reading level from grade 7 
through college freshman level. The handbooks varied in usefulness 
since some had better organization and belter sectioning devices for 
easy reference. Their length varied from 320 to 617 content pages, 
but alt were determined to be fairly complete because of the number 
of specialty discussions and anciilaries provided by each. Nearly all 
the handbooks are very traditional and are not undergirded by current 
research in language development and composition. In grammar, 
nearly all discuss traditional grammar; in usage, some are still 
prescriptive although others are leaning more toward a descriptive 
approach to usage. In composition, they reflect few current theories 
other than some form of the writing as a-process approach. 

Conclusions. The handbooks used in Georgia during 1981-82 
need Improvement. Although they offer a wide variety of reading 
levels* are fairly easy to use, and fairiy complete, they do not help 
Students with t^<eir writing as much as they should because they do 
not make use of current research in language and composition that 
would make them more useful. 



THE WAY WE WORD: AN ETHNOGRAPHIC VIEW OF BASIC 
WRITERS WRITING IN FRESHMAN COMPOSITION 

Order No. 0A8300243 

EALING. CHRrSTiNE Fraley , Ph.D. The Ohio State University, 1982. 
322pp. Adviser: Professor Donald R. Bateman 

This study focuses on what Shaughnessy calls an "embarrassingly 
mdimentary" question: What goes on in a freshman composition 
Classroom'' A survey of the literature reveals a paucity of qualitative 
research m this important writing setting. 

This research investigates and describes the writing experiences 
of basic writers in a traditional freshman composition class at Rio 
Grande College and Community College Employing an ethnographic 
approach, the participant observer gathered data from journals, class 
notes, questionnaires, self -reports, audio and video tapes, class 
wr.lings, and interviews. Maximum details are reported from the 
perspectives of the researcher, the collaborating teacher, and the 
students in an attempt to minimize distortion and to create an 
accurate and comprehensive rendering of the classroom story 

During data analysis, the researcher understood freshman * 
composition in terms of arbitrarily applied constructs: class 
developmental stages. Developmental Stage One, Climate, 
established a supportive writing environment through a network of 
interrelated components which nurtured writing growth 
Developmental Stage Two. Process, introduced writing as a creative 
act: the discovery of "something new" through searching seeing 
and structuring. Students matched their own psychological processes 
against those of "real" writers Developmental Stage Three, Products 
focused on rhetorical patterns, apparently cherished by these 
Students, 

Free to choose their own subjects, students wrote about life 
experiences-subjects bound intimately with out -of -class culture Of 
the some one hundred subjects written about, approximately one- 
third were "marker events" (Levinson), events which had strongly 
innuenced students' Nves. In this nurturing class climate little 
differences existed between subjects written about in journals and 
those written about in teacher-assigned essays. 

Classroom life, then, appeared to be ^ dynamic network organized 
within developmental stages wherein students wrote fresh 
experience. oriented essays. Attention to process heightened 
students' awareness and appreciation of their own creative potential 
Students observed that "something new** in their writing emerged as 
a result of attendance to writing skills and relaxation of effort 
Students reported and demonstrated growth in writing confidence 
and competence. 
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AN ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
A WRITING PROGRAM IN AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

FONNESBECK. Beverley BiRKETT, Ed.D. University of Southern 
California, ^9Q2. Chairman: Professor Audrey J. Schwartz 

Despite a twenty.year effort to improve schooling through 
curriculum reform, few new programs have been adopted as 
intended. Implementation research is designed to discover causes for 
this situation, and to develop remedies. 

Purpose. The study was designed to gather information about 
what happens to subvert innovation at school and classroom level 
through study of a curriculum adoption effort, and to generate from 
the findings testable hypotheses concerning the nature and content 
of viable implementation effort in elementary schools. 

Procedure. The methodology was ethnographic participant 
observation. An implementation program for the Anchorage Writing 
Project, a writing curriculum, was designed, carried out, and 
examined by the investigator. Data from questionnaires, interviews, 
diaries, and classroom observations were gathered and t.'xamined in 
six predetermined categories Insights into unanticipated factors were 
also sought. 

Findings. (1) The form of administrative support for innovation i$ 
as important as the amount of support (2) On site project leaders 
play a sensitive role and require broad support. (3) A framework for 
utilizing new materials is as important as availability of materials for 
teachers. (4) Positive correlation between value systems of teachers 
and programs encourages suctessful implementation (5) Teacher 
competence in subject matter and instructional strategies is a 
significant factor in implementation. 

Conclusions. (1) Successful curriculum change is contingent 
upon planned implementation strategies sustained over time. 
(2) Implementation strategies must address both management goals 
of teachers and congruity l>etween philosophical orientation of 
teachers and innovations (3) Teachers as well as students must be 
supported by implementation strategies (4) Excessive demands 
upon elementary teachers militate against curriculum change. 

Recommendations. (1) The Anchorage Writing Project should 
improve implementation planning (2) Further study should be 
conducted at the classroom and school site level on the factors 
influencing curriculum adoption. (3) Redefinition of curriculum 
boundaries and leacher responsibilities in the elementary school 
shoukJ be considered as a step toward viable change processes 



AN EXAMINATION OF FRtSHMAN COMPOSITION 
PROGRAMS AT 20 SflFCTED OHIO COLL EGFS AND 
UNIVERSITIES ■ n ^ r.* 

Order No. DA8228551 

FRUM.H.Gto.:.n.PH.D. r^e U•^^e^5.'>c^ro/^.7o.l93P 140pp 
co.'Ii^!-?' ;:7' ' ' '-^'-uM..:. cf fr. -^m3n 

S nt'^; . V - . ; ^"'^^ -^Hr.-^ subject. 
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L , ^ ' and coni(.Msit,on tr^^hing v,3'. r. gvdfd less 

highly thnn lit- ,ary rcL.-.vch and t.^'.rh,ng 

mstructors in this group teach emphav/ed composition tpn^-hina 

more strongly than other institutions surveyed Three state 

coTnoir '"'"'"'^ S^'"^"^'^ P^°9^^'"s intended to prepare 

composition specialists Eight institutions visited eith.-r had in plaTp 

tev^r'-^rScros's^^h" '° '"^'^ ' ^'"'^"'^ the Jrsh'man 
fcvei in wriiing across the curriculum ' 
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PLACEMENT AS ASSESSMENT: A COMPARISON OF 
APPOINTED READERS' JUDGMENT WITH OTHER ACADEMIC 
FACULTY JUDGMENTS OF A WRITING SAMPLE 

Order No. DA8301572 
Fucci, Donald Charles, Eo D. Rutgers University The State U of New 
Jersey (New Brunswick), 137pp. Chairperson: Robert Parker 

The relationship between articulated qualities of writing and the 
actual scoring of writing was tested in this study. Two hypotheses 
were proposed. Hypothesis # 1 stated there would be a significant 
difference between articulation of qualities of student writing at 
various score levels and the actual scoring df writing samples. 
Hypothesis ^2 stated that as a result of a lack of relationship 
between stated characteristics and scoring of student writing 
samples, placement recommendations of students in corresponding 
writing courses as a result of score designatior^s woukj not reflect 
articulated judgments and therefore be unreliable and invalid. 

A group of four faculty were given 12 writing samples they had 
scored, as readers, in a general impression scoring situation. They 
were asked to state the one characteristic of writing evident at each of 
the score levels used. The scoring and judgments asserted by the 
original readers provided a basis for comparison in the study. Two 
blind groups of faculty were asked to duplicate the scoring and 
evaluation procedures of the original group. Within-group and 
between-group descriptive analyses were conducted. The 
investigator found that several conclusions could be drawn from the 

analysis of the data. Hypothesis M 1 was supported by significant 
differences between reader articulation of what constituted qualities 
of writing and actual scoring. Hypothesis M 2 was not Supported. 
Despite significant differences t)etween stated characteristics o( 
writing and the actual scoring, the placerrtent procedure utilized 
overcame much of the differences. It can be concluded that the 
placement reliability achieved came as a result of the combination of 
rater training and scoring procedures rather than as a result of 
agreenDent between faculty in scoring. 



CONSTRUCTIVE FEEDBACK FOR EVALUATING STUDENT 
W^^'^'NG Order No. DA8229384 

Halloran. Joseph Eowaho, III. Ph.D. The University of North C»rotin» 
af Cftape/H/7/,1982. 173pp. Supervisor: Dr. R. Sterling Hennis 

This study was an attempt to determine if a method of providing 
writteri constructive feedback on student essays would both improve 
the evaluations of student writing achievement and reduce the 
workload of teachers providing that feedback more than the 
conventional technique of a detailed critique of student essays by 
teachers. The experimental technique consisted of general teacher 
comments aimed at improving the student's next essay and a 
checklist of major strengths and weaknesses of the evaluated essay. 
The conventional technique consisted of teacher comment 
addressing the major weaknesses of the evaluated essay and 
correction symbols annotated in the margin of this student's essay. 

The reseacher compared these two techniques using 500 
freshman students and thirty-seven teachers at the United States 
Military Academy. These students wrote a series of essays during 
their second semester of freshman composition instruction and 
received both techniques of feedback. A classic experiment design, 
incorporating a pretest and post-test, was the basis for determining 
the answer to the first part of the study's put pose. Tabulation of 
grading limes by the thirty-seven teachers was the basis for 
answering the second part. A multif actor experiment with repeated 
measures on the same elements was the basis for the analysis of 
variance, with significance at the .01 level. 

The statistical results obtained during this study indicate that the 
experimental technique of written constructive feedback cn student 
essays does both improve evaluations of student writing achievement 
and reduce teacher workload more than the conventional feedback 
technique. This study, therefore, suggests that the use of precise, 
encouraging, constructive feedback techniques is feasible in a 
composition curriculum and probably should not be ignored in any 
examination of composition evaluation alternatives. 



INClDt NICE OF TFNSE ACQUISITION IN WRHTFN 
DISCOURSE (8-18) AND IMPLICATIONS FOR SEMANTIC 
DEVFLOPMENT AND TEACHING PRACTICES 

Order No. DA8229832 
GtssNER. M.CHAf.L GfOFtGE. Fd D. University of Colorado at Bcuider, 
1982. 134pp. Direr.tor: i^'-^ ^cirite Profe .sor Philip DlStcf^no 

The rrjjor pur p-o-.^ of this :,tnrjy was to d-lermine whfn tt-Dses 
appeared in written discourst- produced by studt-nts from grades 3 6 
9 and 12. The study attempted to identify diff'-^rences between the 
frequency of tensos exhibited in writing, grade levels, and gender 

A second purpose was to learn if the lenses followed a similar or 
different s»-Quence as found in oral language development. 

Data fe colte'Ct^d from 15 mrile and iSf'^-male writers at each 
grade level fach student produced t/.o essays, givir^g a sample of 
240 CompO£.ilions. 

Crrtena were established to record tense incidence. By these 
criteria 3,307 verbs of tense were recorded from a total of 21,250 
words in the compositions. The six tenses wert arranged in the three 
rrK)St conceptually di^erent categories based on the research 
pvftauKng 1,. ^^Cv^uiSit-on in ur.i: I.jn^u.ige These were (1) the 
p^evnt paM tense c.itrnjory. (2) the future ter^se catejory and (3) the 
f»efff-rt tv. '.-j jory. 

Tests »J «jri,jlys:s of v,in inro ;,r)d si^ vriri'mr e with r»'p* vited 
mr a-.ures and t'-nd ai.alyses w-re dor.e to d^ntify diffef er^ces 
between yjdesand Q-r^Jer by grade ir tviaction. S»gnific ant levels of 
acc eptir.re w-.-re set at p < 05. 

Sigr jficM'it d.ffer-f^ufS w^re found h-tween the use of verbs in the 
prr-sen* p.ist l-rv... ^ .lU -fjuiy for fnaI^s (9 12) and for feinjl-s (6 9). 
The use of this catf.'gory d.'rfir,..d in relation to the use of the other 
ten'^e t itugorips. 

There was no d.ffererice between the u:.e of the future tense 
cat^'fjory between grade levels ar^d there was no grade by gender 
interaction. 

Signrficant differences were found between the use of verbs in the 
perfect tense category for males (9 1 2) and for femak s (6 9) The use 
of this category increas«^d during these periods. 
^ nie sti^dy did not confirm the sequence of ten5;e acquisition found 
FR IP^' I^i"9uage development it did affirm that in writing, as in 
ClV^fCh. the perfect tenses are exhibited after the primary tenses. 



THE WRITING PROCESS WORKBOOK: A PURPOSE- 
ORIENTED CURRICULAR DESIGN FOR FRESHMAN 
COMPOSITION Order No. DA8306141 

Knoot. Ellen Andrews, D.A. Carnegie-Mellon University, 1962 
212pp. Director: Dr. Linda Flower 

This study presents a curricular design, The Writing Proem 
Wor^boo^ which has three goals: (1) to introduce students to what 
IS known about the writing process by involving them directly in 
exercises which illustrate the process and provide writing practice; 
{2} \o make students more confident in their ability to handle new 
writing situations by providing purpose-oriented instruction instead of 
the more commonly used modes approach; (3) to provide for 
repetition of learning and growth in wrfting skills by structurino 
assignments cyclically so that each assignment builds on what 
students have learned before. The study includes an analysis of both 
the aims and the modes approach to writing and discusses the 
advantages of the aims approach. Detailed teaching plans for the 
courses taught during the study are provided as is an evaluation of 
student attitudes toward the course and the results of objective, 
holistic grading of their pre- and post-coufse essay papers TWa 
evaluation revealed a significant improvement between pre- and post- 
course scores for two of the three groups taught, but no significant 
difference m the essays of the experimental and control groups. The 
attitude surveys, on the other hand, showed significant differences 
between the groups. The experimental group felt their instruction was 
much more helpful in writing situations outside the English class than 
did the control group, and they showed a greater willingness to adiuat 
writing to suit purpose and audience. In conclusion, the study showed 
inai while both groups improved their writing skills equally the 
experimental group had a more positive attitude about their 
ins ruction, specifically as it related to adjusting to differences In 
writing situations. 
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AN INVESTIGATION OF. THE REVISING PRACTICES OF 
COLLEGE FRESHMAN WRITERS Order No. DA8301 527 

Maynor, LouiSECuMMiNGS, Ed.D. Duke University, ^BS2. 107pp. 
Supervisor: Michael L. Michlin 

This study investigated the revising practices of college freshman 
writers. Results indicated that there are significant differences 
between good and poor writers based on their revision of successive 
drafts of an essay. All writers made changes in their drafts, but good 
writers made more changes than did poor writers. Good writers made 
Significantly more word, phrase, and clause level changes and 
significantly more addition, deletion, and reduction/coordination 
operation changes than did poor writers. When these variables were 
subjected to separate multiple regression analyses, clause level 
changes and deletion operation changes emerged as the strongest 
predictors of quality. Good and poor writers were also differentiated 
by the length of their essays. There was no significant difference 
between the quality of the essays of the class using a checklist and 
the class not using a checklist prior to revision. Bridwell's 
clissification scheme was a useful and effective tool for coding the 
structural changes writers made during revision. 

Two classes of college freshmen wrote and revised an essay in 
three consecutive class periods. One class used a revision checklist 
prior to rewriting the final draft. The other class revised without the 
use of a checklist. The two drafts and prewriting notes were collected. 
The final drafts were evaluated by three college English instructors 
who rated them as high, middle, or low quality. Changes made 
between the two drafts were then compared, coded, ar>d counted, 
using Bridwell's classification scheme. The essays were categorized 
as good or poor quality, and their writers were designated as good or 
poor writers respectively. Frequencies were tabulated to describe the 
general characteristics of the revisions. Analyses of variance were 
used to examine the effect of the revision checklist and the 
differences between the good and poor writers by revision level 
chariges, operation changes, and differences in average essay length 

^iTl^® « '""•'^ ^^'^ conducted to understand more 
clearly the effects of levels and operations on quality 



THE EFFECTS OF FORMAL REVISION IN AN ENRICHED 
COMPOSING ENVIRONMENT ON COMPOSING 
IMPROVEMENT OF COLLEGE-BOUND HIGH SCHOOL 
SENIORS OrderNo. DA8307958 

Newvan, Jfrrif McGrf w, Fd D. University of PennsyKa^^'-'i. 1982 
179pp. Adviser: Dr. Allan A. Glatthorn 

The purpose of this study is to test the assumption that formal 
revision through second and third drafts, required by the teacher, is 
necessary to improve the composing skills of high school, college- 
bound seniors 

Sixty-eight Philadelphia high school seniors, in three classes, were 
the subjects. One class of students ^ho had electod the English 
Enrichm^'nt course was designated the Revisers and taught that the 
teacher valued revir.ion and that revision was necessary to improve 
skills. They were required to revise papers nine times during the 
sixteen week experiment and were given extra credit for successful 
revisions The second English Enrichment class. Non-Revisers, were 
not taught to value revision nor required to revise Identical curricula 
were used in both clas-.es. including much pre writing. teaching, peer 
and teaching evaluation The Control class of non college bound 
seniors were taught grammar and literature, but no composing 
processes. 

Pre- and posttests, administered all three classes, were scored by 
two experienced teachers An analysis of cov^riance showed a 
significant improvement of the two experimental classes over the 
coritrol class, but no significant difference in the improvement of the 
revisers over the non-revisers. The non -revisers had improved slightly 
more than the revisers A series of r-tests showed no significant 
difference in improvement in writing between revisers and non- 
revisers in audience awareness, fluency, number of paragraphs, or 
between males and females A series of chi-squares showed no 
significant relationship within the revising class of skill level and 
degree of revision done on the nine interventions; improvement in 
ing and degree of revisions done, improvement in writing and 
Jes assigned. 



The one difference observed between the revisers and the non- 
revisers occurred in reported behavioral patterns of composing and 
future composing. The four revisers who had improved the most and 
he four non-revisers who had improved the most were interviewed by 
e ephone. Revisers all reported that they would use revision in writing 
future papers; no non-revisers reported the intent to use revision 
None of the eight reported having used revision prior to the 
experimental period 



DEPENDENCY ANALYSIS AS A TOOL FOR TEACHING 
WRITING OrderNo. DA8301504 

Phillips, Alison Charles, Jr., Ph.D. University of Virginia, 1962 
135pp. 

Composing is a recursive process that alternates with plinnino 
tnd revision. An implication is that feedback during writing may be 
more useful than criticism of the finished product This study used a 
structural description called dependency analysis to give students 
feedback in a tutorial situation. Dependency analysis identifies the 
coordinate and subordinate relations among propositions and 
exposes the faults in the hierarchical structure of a discourse 

This exploration in using dependency analysis demonstrates some 
ways in which it can lie an effective tool for teaching writing 
Dependency analysis can be effective because it shows an order of 
priorities in revising an essay, it reveals how the qualitative effects of 
tn essay are related to its structure, and it shows writers how to 
control the effects of their discourse by deliberately altering this 
structure. It can be an effective tool not only because It reveals the 
faults in organization, but also because it emphasizes the differences 
in the density of texture. Dependency analysis may be too timt 
consuming to use with individuals, but it can be used for class 
demonstrations, and may be most useful with prospective teachers of 
writing because it helps to convey the idea of a strong hierarchy as a 
model of organiiation and shows teachers what to look for in 
evaluating the organization of a paper. 

This exploratory study used a single subject experimental design 
with SIX students divided into two groups with different treatmtnt 
periods. Each subject wrote five papers which were evaluated jointly 
by two judges who rank ordered them within subjects and rated them 
between subjects The evaluation procedure was based on 
Chrislenscn and Christensen's method of structural description which 
decribes the same hierarchical structures that are made explicit by 
dependency analysis. ' 

The results showed that dependency analysis has an immediate 
and significant effect with poor writers who do not have effective 
strategies for organizing their papers, but that it takes longer for 
better wnters to assimilate the strategy into their established ways of 
ger>eratir>Q and organizir>g text. 



AN INVESTIGATION OF THE REVISION PRACTICES OF 
COMPETENT STUDENT WRITERS WRITING RESEARCH 
PAPERS IN A FRESHMAN COMPOSITION COURSE AT A 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE Order No. DA8304ai6 

Ramig, Jane Redwine Dennis, Ph.D. Georgia State University • CoUw 
o<£dt/caf/o/7, 1982. i39pp. ^"wy* 

nrn^Z^Vy.^"" ^"''^"'^ °^ study was to describe the revising 
^rll 1\ u^'^'^P °^ competent student writers enrolled in a 
rnrnf^c I"' «^"^''^^ Composition course at a community 
college. Specifically, the study was designed to provide information 
about numbers and kinds of revisions these students rnade o 
determine whether a relationship existed between writing 
apprehension level and numbers af>d kinds of revisiorts made- and to 

concerns regarding revision. 



^^•ihod$ and Proctdurtj R«vlBiont m«d« In rough draft cop^M ol 
30 raMtfch p«p«rB compr tuffd of th< b«it 6 p«p«fB In •«ch ol 5 
compo»rtk>nclM»»i. «b judg«d by Individual inttructort of thm 
cUmm. were irK«ivRlu«lly countmi, Ihrn ^Uftaiflnd m\d rncordt^d 
according to a uwiawon clnmlflcation aclHmm (f mgley A Wille t981) 
App#eh#r>!iion townrd wiit»ng nrortin (Daly A Mlllef , t9/5) were 
obtained for each »tiident. and totnl number of »evis»ior)a and nurnt>iM 
per 100 worda of each mib|ect'» drafts weie used to calrulatf 
cof rotation coefficients In depth inter vit^wa with four aubjecta in the 
atiidy w«re conducted to elicit Information about ttieir revlalon 
concept*, altitudes, coiu eina, and prncticea. 

«eiu/rj Analysis of uw^aich pnpeis ievt?aled the following m<ian 
number of revisions per tOO words ^ 3 2. average total ruiint)er of 
'il^lS'^* * averaging 3,9?3 words A total of 

75% of students' revision Is nuifrtce, piecloinmnntly n««nning 
pr«a«rving char^gea Apprehension toward wMttng and nunihei and 
Mnda of revisions a( rohs all diafts nppe^ar not to Im positively 
corr«laled(f « ?2, r «. 16. iehj)ei tlvely, for appitihension/total 
r«vmlons arnf approhc^nsion/revisioris jmr UX) words) Interviews with 
atud«nta about levimon coiiobornlr^d data obtained through use of 
Fa)g)«y and Wille's scheme 

Conclusions It rtpj)ears that students in this study, juifgod by their 
Inalructors to bo compHi'nt wiitrrs, do not rtiviso lo nynthnrvt/e uteaa 
or find new meaning in the prorrsn of writing research J.a^Hns in a 
fr«thman comporiilron course, as reveal<u1 by analysis of revisions 
and interviews For tht?m. appaicntly revision is not. as tho meaning of 
the word airggests. a re vision but rather a tf^rnflng to surlace or 
edrtoflal niatters Supporting previous research mn revlalon, evklmce 
her* suggests that students* greatest concern as they revise is word 
choic* 



A WRITING AS PROCfSS MOOFL AS A MPANS FOR 

IMPHOVING COMPOSiriONS AND AniFUUIS TOWARD 
COMPOSiriON IN THC HIGH SCHOOL Order No. 0A(1301 605 
SCANwuA, Anfmony M . r d O Rutgtus UnlsatMty r/)c» Stttt^ U of N0w 
J^fs^Y(N^wBwnswicM),m\2 Mftpp Ch.-uipr,M,n Jarmirm.g 

The puipone of tti.s *.tu<fy w/in to tent \hv HfnctivrMmss of a w„tir>a 
■a process model as a tear hir^g appioach 

AiiiI!lTr'*?^""''"'T^'^"' '^"^•^ andlfMith grade students 
All the students wtne vohinlee.n and < ame from three diffeient 
schools in thrt^e dilleienl m hool drstiu ts tr) each jichool two 
clawroom groups wr.c^ %rlected. arut throne were eK,>rrin)ental and 
cor Iro groups on a random basis rK,H>iimental gioups lei eived 
ins true ion ,n Uie writing an proi ess method, control groups received 
instruction ,ri trad.l.o.^al n>eth(Kis In oer)eral, all students participated 
w»fe charact.M,/od as nve.auc* to abovr average in ficbolnntic ability 
ror av.r-,Mnrnt piirpoM^s. studnr)K subinitte(f OMxiMtoiy and 

holint.crtlly). and thr^y we.o yven two 
staoda.d./ed tc'sts the Irnt of Writtrn fnglish fKpresMon aiuf th. 
rrnig King Atlitudo .Si al'^ An analysis of ( ovnriance (ANCOVA) wai 
used lo f ompme poMlrst sc \urH bav'd on ench subjects pi lor level 
of achievrmrnt (o, nll.tudrs) .uul tn piov.dr a nutans Uu adn.M.ng for 
anylack of nuiHv.)liMu o IwMwt^n ufoitps m,u v inbirt classrs wore 

Al thr ynd of Urn «.ti,dy, gams m ..^poMlory writing skilH wme 
. observed for expfninrnlnl ouuips in two of the m hools ! I»rie wn.e 
r>o sigriifK .nt diffnr.n .^n M^rr,. Mudonts in the rxp<Mi.nnntal and 
conlrol gioupn in any of the high m ,»ooh in the amount of nam in 
tiealivt wfitiog <»r ,n knowt«vlur of giainmai anrf usage 

However statiMi. .illy MunifK nnt gain-i wnie found in each (»f the 
subtes s of the i rmg Ki.ig Alt.tiid,. S< alo for expcMnnrntal gioupH in 
each of the S( hooK ,n ttiis study Oveiall. Ihr^ c i.nlrol yroups showed 
* slight deurinent m ttime namn Mit)ten|, of nit.ti.des toward writing 

fht^esults of this ntu(fy piovidecf some evKfence of greater 
irnprovernent in studer^tn' exponitory writing skills and in students* 
attitudes toward writing as a rrniilt of the writing as piocens tea< hino 
appioach Tt^e role of fot(rre irvarc h shoiild lir^ (a) to fiirther 
^|ve.t.u^^^^ '^'^<^'''<^***^»'-«^^^'">U«PPumch 
arKi (t,) to oslal»l.%h wt^^lhr. o, oot m o.m repcwlnd i>n tl^e f mig King 
Attitude Sr»te are related to sub-sequent writing behaviors and gains 
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PHINirO tfXf. TAlKtD BOOK, AND ABSIRACHON 
lAt)nrR; A SUJDY 0^ HOUSIIC PfRSPfCllVC 

Order No DAOnoJ^M 

?v<oi MAM H, I VNN Hi NMY, (1 A .S7,iff» UnnvfStty o/ Nr>w Vo/A at Alhttny, 

m:' loopp 

'.tuifs .'(ItMMpttHl It) .'in»,v\»M Ww h»ll(>\Moo ()ijt-.lu.n Would tt^e 
intt^jinliv»n of a t.itkrd lnic»K mt(t \Ur vMitinj piot v*,\ tvwiW \\\ an 
iiu hmmhI niniMint of \ om uMr m.ttru.il u) '.tih^rnt expcMtoiy eH^^ayi 
and n\\o in a stK^ngn fit luMyNt-rn .ihvluu Imn nod root irtion? To 
Answri tins tjnoslion, \Ur r*[>fi irn<'ntri t1r-.KjrM«d nod tnuyt\t two 
Ar«( tii'H*. of t\ fi-shiMrtn i oinp.^MtifO i t>ufse Oor mm tu»n ^^.^n enposed 
lo n t,\lK*«d b(M>k f tif (ittw" sfi tii»n w,»*. f>*p. sivl to rt t^pu /! tiut 
(dinp.u.dUr piiotfd trxt Thr fKp» i imcntrr nttiMnptfil tolmld all i>ttter 
van.ililt'S ( oip.tMi.t I In* drttn ytornlrd \Ursr two < lnv,t". v^m 
siiMly/i-d :,t,di*.tii alls i\fh\ \U\vk\\}\\ ,i i stiuly lilt* ff.nlt*. weie Ml 
foll(»ws ( t) VVhro nil llir mfintM-iv ut Imth t trt?,M'n v\ rM r ( oonuft^iini, 
N sMtiMi al armlysiN of the ^\;)\,\ '.ho^rd that the 0!.r of a talke»<f tiooK 
dorn not gcnruUr a Mv^iiifu .tntly fnyliri fun»Mint of com \v\v material 
Ihrtfj tfiat u^'nfiatfd li> Ifif u»,r of n piintrd le^^l (;») llowrvri, wh.an 
only thosf stodfots who t^cy.ui thf» i (>ui'w' witti l<jw ( niu irlion M,oiet 
weir ( oHMil(M(nl, a sUWAu nl rtn.ilyMS of Ih** d.dn levrnlivf tlist ttie 
dlffriiMu <• ln'twofii tt»r [i. '.t !t^*.t inr,ui i om lolmn nt o\r% of tlioae 
»tuil<Mi!s in lh<' \,\\\^*\\ hoitk i ami V\r pdst Ir^l mriui ( ««iK»etion 
»i of«". of thos<' studfMits in the pnntrd Irxt { lass ir-'adw?, noar 
signdu<uur I hiMf.ult s!uw)gty noyvJfNts that, for lhr-,r* Iv^w scoring 
stuvff iitN. tt»f ur.r o\ rt talked tu>tik duos gnuMatr inoiii ( um rete 
nvdoi i.tl ttwui Iht* \i%r of rt pi mlfd |f**| (3) A ( r\\\\{iy of mh 
Slmlr-nf.. thifofiv-in tlu' t.ilkfd honk » l.p.v Mlul IhnV'fii.iM |hr piinted 
\ttx\( \howod ModiffritMu rs in fit oi paltrining that ( oold be 
attiifuitoil lo tNlhoi Ihf u*^e ol n Ulkt^d l>i)ok oi thr use of a punted 
|p¥t (4) I his ( rtMO slmfy irv«N\loi* thrtt stutlont wiiliny. no mailer 
what iiH'diuin tho student), weie exposed to, tended to develop In a 
slow, uneven piogieiision from overly aimphfiiKl pa^>ers filled with 
ilt»ad Irvel al)stracling lowaids c(.mplex and stiongly pattrined 

essays Implu ntuw^s fo. Iht^o.y tasch.ng, and fuithei it^.«.a,ch weie 
ad(te<f and r)ipl.)r«»d 



A VAlUrS CLARIFICATION COMPONENT OF FRCSHMAN 
COMPOSITION OrderNo.DA8300145 

rM0Mi'5;0N, MAn.iOMir A R , 0 A Cmnt^^lt, Mr^llon Un^0f^lty, m\? 

Purposo Thiadln%eit.ition is an applied curriculum designed to 
caune stu(tentn (t) to makei moial dec islona, (2) to expirss their 
dec isiona in rxpoMtoiy pi one. and (3) to f>eisumfe the audience that 
a particular (forlnion is t)olh appropriate and prefeiratilo to other 
possible chnii rs The purponn of tlio course, to teach values 
clanfU-alKin and logical decision making. Is. of course, a humanistic 
mission in the yiMU'ral nrnisr of "raining to a level of consclousnest 
tfw individual s persormi values system in which human interests 
values and dignity are of ; ipoitante as in moial ludgemonts ' 
Mothod I have drawn on tlie values claiiflcation strategies ol 
social scientists, leaning ht^avily on I lowaid Kiischenbatim and 
lawreiu'e KohHu'ig. and the logical decision making techniquei 
Uencrib^nf »)y Stephen Thomas to complete this curriculum, as welt as 
twenty yeais experience as a composition instructor in a Junior 
College Meie I recogni/ed llie curriculum limitations imfiosnf by 
open admissions, focus on "pradicaC mfuration, aiuf numerous non- 
curricular vagaries tl)at affcHd course selections 

The unique design of the course is its incoiporation of original 
dilemma case slu(fies as rnoial prohlemH whei« one po^utivn value 
competes with another positive value 

Scope Tt)la disseitation resporxis to tlu'ne constraints liy using 
tho rtietoric course as a means of lnlro(fu< ing humanist values in an 
tpproprlale setting, ttmt is, wUhin a coinpatit)le, recprired course Both 
student and faculty can complete tim run , ulum without significant 
changes In f^ither'aeMWted woik lor.j and witl) little additional 
preparation for the lnstrur:tor Includ nf are a ralionaln, hinloilc 
backyiound. goneral strategy, constraints, meltuxfs and materials 
and a qualitative assessmefit of results I think it will bo helpful to 
ott>eri who, like me. enter the "technologicaf classroom of the SO's 
^fi^'^^^I^^ *° dtveloplr>g both the moral maturity and the vocational 
aanm of the atudent 
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Research surrounding the efficac/ of sentence combining as a 
technique for improving the^jualliy of student writing reveals thai 
while the technique is highly successful in accelerating linguistic 
development of elementary arxj secondary school students, it 
Appears to be less suitable for improving the overall quality of college 
students' writing. This apparent discrepancy is investigated in order 
to extrapolate those pedagogical features of sentence combining 
which account for its success, and subsequently, to apply them to 
broader rhetorical skills more appropriate to college level writing. 

The sequential nature of the instruction, the repetition of 
exercises, the specific goal orientation of the technique, and its 
coincidence with the natural linguistic development of younger 
$tv :ents are shown to contribute substantially to its effectiveness 
Among the disadvantages of sentence combining, however, are its 
limited goals and the failure of such drill-like instruction to coincide 
with older students' natural development. 

An analysis of the developmental stages of college students 
reveals that this age group is highly motivated by a desire for 
Tiaturation, including association with the adult community's values 
•nd behavior. In general, learning is limited to that which seems to 
fncet the perceived needs of the students themselves, and therefore 
acceleration of their development can best be accomplished by 
allowing them freedom to determine their own goals through creative 
inquiry procedures 

A program designed to accommodate these needs, to capitalize 
on the integrative motivation inherent at this stage of development, 
and, at the same time, to incorporate the positive features of sentence 
combining might logically be expected to accelerate the linguistic 
developrnent of college students. Results of a limited field test 
suggest that such a program of instruction did ^.^celerate linguistic 
development and also general intellectual development, substantially' 
improving the overall quality of student writing. Such instruction :,an 
also provide students with a method for continually reassessirg 
direction of their linguistic growth and finding solutions to ^n ever- 
changing set of rhetorical problems 
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